
Priest’s Monthly Report, April 10 May 2021 
 

Av. Sun. Att. 2
nd

 Sun. at 6 Visits  Services  

2017 – 24** 

2018 – 22*** 

26 

25 

Regular -- 

Hospital -- 

1 

1 

Holy Eucharist --  

Anoint & H.E. --  

4 

1 

2019 – 22*** 25 Homebound -- 3 Private H.E. --  34 

2020 – COVID COVID Crisis -- 0 Morning Prayer -- 1 

2021 – 22*** COVID New -- 1 Angelus -- 8 

  Other -- 0 Stations -- 1 

**incl. Palm & Easter Total -- 6 Total -- 48 
***incl. Easter      

 

Visits:  It is great to begin visiting again.  Homebound were with David Irwin, Ora 

Mae Snyder and Vince and Mary Schneck.  A Susquehanna freshman, Owen 

Brady, enjoyed lunch.  He just completed his first semester, and I am looking 

forward to seeing him for the next few years.  His first Sunday with us was Easter. 
 

Worship:  Easter was just wonderful with the lighting of the Paschal Candle and 

singing Easter hymns in the courtyard before we processed into the nave, all 

masked up and following the COVID protocols.  At 30, we were just to capacity 

following the guidelines.  We did not publicize our service this year with the 

concern for the protocols.  There was a great spirit among us with individual and 

parish bell ringing, and me being in the pulpit.  Sermon texts are now being 

provided in the bulletin, which is a carryover from having them available for 

takeout communion kits.  From comments from members, I in the pulpit is easier 

for sight, and as many have learned, sight helps with hearing.  With all getting 

closer to normal, now is a good time to invite friends and neighbors to join us on 

Sunday.  The home communion kits will continue for those who are unable to join 

us in person.  The regular Sunday attendees are almost all vaccinated so that 

Sunday singing with masks on may be on the horizon.  Owen Brady and Meghan 

Houser were here for Easter, and Meghan’s father and brother arrived just as we 

were concluding.  Many thanks to Bruce Johnson for presenting a sermon on the 

25
th

.  The Prayer Group continues to meet monthly for Morning Prayer and prayer 

list updating. 
 

Service:  I am hoping we will host the Selinsgrove Area Ministerium in May; we 

have not met since 2019.  We hosted the Meals on Wheels board meeting this 

month.  Martha’s Table crew continues to provide this ministry to the community.   
 

Education:  The Wednesday Morning Bible Study continues to meet with about 

5-6 members.  Kathy Boushie is a member of the Susquehanna Convocation Zoom 

book club meeting lead by Sarah Weedon of St. Andrew’s, Lewisburg.  I 

participated in a two-hour Zoom continuing education meeting provided by the 

diocese on Resiliency, following the reading of a pamphlet by the same name.  I 

am looking forward to the Lenten program presentations that will happen in June. 
 

Generosity:  Our giving is right on track with the 2021 budget.  We are not sure 

where the expected annual Deckart Trust check is, it is usually received in 

February.  Laura Keister has been inquiring of the diocese since it is channeled 

through them.  We received a generous gift in April that was designated for 

Martha’s Table and the Clergy Discretionary Fund. 
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Conversation:  Conversation is key to our congregation.  When someone is our 

guest, it is crucial that we get them to sign in with address and phone and email so 

that I can follow up with a note, a phone call, and usually an invitation for coffee 

or lunch.  Please be sure to ask people to sign in as they enter since many are not 

comfortable staying for coffee hour on their first visit.  Many thanks to Susie 

Wentzel for working on our coffee hour schedule for 2021. 
 

Other:  We have sent a deposit for the installation of our new smoke detection 

system, and are hoping to have it in place soon.  Following winter, we need a 

washing of our siding, and we are also losing some mortar on our Market Street 

stone wall.  The pollinator garden is in the ground after preparation work by 

Charissa Brady, Terry Stahley and Kathy Boushie.  Kathy provided a watering can 

for those hot dry times that we experience from time to time.  I hope you have 

noticed the additional postings on our Facebook page and website that are 

provided by Charissa Brady.  Your photos would be a great addition to our 

postings. We need to continue to share the goodness and the good news of All 

Saints. 
 

Total hours this month – 136; average hours per week – 32 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Paul C. Donecker, priest in charge  


